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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    CMAC STAFF PRESENT 
Cathie Bennett Warner, Chair    Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Michele Burton, M.P.H.     Enid Barnes 
Teresa P. Hughes      Tacia Carroll 
Vicki Marti       Paul Cerles 
        Denise DeTrano 
        Holland Golec 
        Katie Knudson 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT    Marilyn Nishikawa 
Diane M. Griffiths      Becky Swol 
Nancy McFadden      Michael Tagupa 
        Mervin Tamai 
        Karen Thalhammer  
        Steve Soto 
 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Toby Douglas, Department of Health Services 
Thomas Williams, Department of Finance 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

The October 5, 2006 open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance 
Commission (CMAC) was called to order by Chair Cathie Bennett Warner.  A quorum was 
present. 
 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 
 The September 21, 2006 meeting minutes were approved as prepared by CMAC staff. 
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III. Executive Director’s Report 
  
 Keith Berger, Executive Director, began his report by informing the Commission that 
he would keep his comments short because of a full closed session agenda again this 
meeting. 
 
 Mr. Berger indicated that there were a number of new amendments and contracts 
before the Commissioners for review and action.  He said there were also some key 
negotiation updates and several important discussions regarding current hospital and 
managed care negotiations and strategies. 
 
 As reported last meeting, Mr. Berger said that CMAC staff has made significant 
progress on implementation of Round 2A of the Private Hospital Supplemental Fund.  With 
the release last month of the FY2006-07 Tentative Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) 
List, CMAC staff was able to begin finalizing negotiations with those hospitals meeting the 
initial eligibility criteria.  He said that CMAC had now completed almost all of those 
negotiations and should have the final amendments before the Commissioners for action 
over the next couple of months. 
 
 Mr. Berger concluded his report by reminding the Commission that the final 
determination of a hospital’s eligibility for payments in Round 2 will take place once the 
FY2006-07 Final DSH List is published by the California Department of Health Services 
(CDHS), later in the fiscal year.  He said that at that time, CMAC would be in a position to 
administer Round 2B of the Private Hospital Supplemental Fund and the Nondesignated 
Public Hospital Supplemental Fund. 
 
 
IV. Department of Health Services (CDHS) Report 

 Toby Douglas, Assistant Deputy Director, Medical Care Services, CDHS, began his 
report by updating CMAC on the Health Care Coverage Initiative, part of the Hospital 
Financing Waiver.  Mr. Douglas confirmed that CDHS had released a draft of the Request for 
Application (RFA) for the Healthcare Coverage Initiative to stakeholders for review and 
comment, and had received a large number of responses.  He said the responses varied 
from concerns regarding geographic distribution to Certified Public Expenditures.  He assured 
CMAC that CDHS would continue to review these comments and issue the final RFA by the 
end of October, to be enacted by September 2007. 
 
 
V. Public Comments 
 
 Donna Gerber, Director of Governmental Relations, California Nurses Association 
(CNA), affirmed, on behalf of CNA and its members who are employees of the West Contra 
Costa Healthcare District (WCCHD), support for state financial assistance for Doctors 
Medical Center San Pablo.  Ms. Gerber referenced a September 29, 2006 letter sent by CNA 
to CDHS, Contra Costa County Emergency Medical Services Agency and Contra Costa 
Health Services, (attached) demanding those entities take immediate action to preserve 
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public health and safety due to the healthcare crisis brought on by the fiscal insolvency of the 
WCCHD.  Ms. Gerber continued to reference the imminent closure of the Emergency and 
Obstetrics Departments at Doctors Medical Center San Pablo, and the spiraling decline of 
healthcare services resulting from the ongoing financial troubles within the WCCHD, which 
require immediate response.   
(Please see attached letter for more information.) 
  
 Richard Thomason, Policy Director, United Healthcare Workers West, SEIU, echoed 
Ms. Gerber’s request of support for assistance from the State for Doctor’s Medical Center 
San Pablo.  Mr. Thomason reiterated this hospital’s importance and how it is geographically 
essential to the area.  
 
 
VI. Adjournment  
 
 There being no further new business and no other comments from the public, Chair 
Cathie Bennett Warner recessed the open session.  Chair Bennett Warner opened the closed 
session, and after closed session items were addressed, adjourned the closed session, at 
which time the Commission reconvened in open session.  Chair Bennett Warner announced 
that the Commission had taken action on hospital and managed care contracts and 
amendments in closed session.  The open session was then adjourned. 








